Mission
Mission of the Children’s Institute
The Children’s Institute began in 1992 as an “emergency response” to an amazing
need. The Institute in Basic Life Principles was hosting a seminar in Russia when,
to their surprise, the attending adults brought their children to the seminar! At that
moment the Children’s Institute was born, and the children and teachers spent an
unforgettable week learning the principles of God’s Word on a child’s level.
The Children’s Institute quickly developed into a seminar for children that was in high
demand across the United States, and soon, the world! What first began as a means to
meet a need has expanded into a life-changing ministry! Spanning thirteen countries,
Children’s Institutes have taught more than 90,000 children in more than 150 cities.

“You may speak but a word
to a child, and in that child
there may be slumbering a
noble heart which shall stir
the Christian Church in years
to come.”
—Charles Spurgeon

As the Children’s Institute outreach broadens, its purposes remain constant: to turn
the hearts of children toward their parents and to assist parents in building strong
families. “And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers . . .” (Malachi 4:6).
For twelve years, the Children’s Institute wrote its own curriculum for the ministry’s
use. Now, we offer our curriculum to you in this new format—the legacy of the
Children’s Institute.
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“And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to
the children, and the heart of the children
to their fathers . . .” (Malachi 4:6).
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About the Theme
The Children’s Institute curriculum is built primarily on the seven basic principles of God’s Word
that are highlighted in the Basic Youth Conflicts Seminar. Each set in the curriculum series will focus
on a specific aspect of the Christian life as it relates everything back to these seven principles.
This set of curriculum from the Children’s Institute focuses on God’s blessings to us. God
promises that He gives us all good things in Christ Jesus. But who defines what a “blessing” is?

Design
• His Goodness

Authority
• His Sovereignty

Responsibility
• His Truth

• Faith
• Ask, Seek, and
Knock
• “ A Change of
Heart”
• “Abraham”
• “The Deer’s Ear”

• Self-Control

• Virtue

• Hear God’s

• Beware of

Voice
• “Parachute
Song”
• “ Skydiving for
Dummies”
• “The Black Bear”

Leaven
• “ When Jesus
Came"
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Principle
God’s Blessings
Reveal . . .
Character Quality
Command of
Christ
Songs

IB

Large Assembly
Stories

Bible Story

• “The Blessed
Beggar”

• “The Ten
Plagues”

Read-Aloud Story

• “Punjabi and
Praise”
• Windsock of
Blessings, Parts I
and II
• Faithful
Footprints
• Psalm 34:1–2

• “Jungle
Hostage”
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Crafts

Memory Work
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• “The Mrs.
Hockenstock
Story”
• “The Bald Eagle”
• “Road to
Damascus”

• “For Truth’s
Sake”
• Windsock of
• Windsock of
Blessings, Part III
Blessings, Part
IV
• Parachute Man
• Stick With Truth
• Frog Finger Pet
• Align My Life
• Psalm 34:3
• Psalm 34:4

e
We easily thank God for “blessings” like prosperity, relaxing times, or desirable situations and
gifts. Is a blessing, then, what we want or what we need? Is it fulfillment of our expectations or
accomplishment of God’s purposes?
Christ began the Sermon on the Mount by describing God’s view of blessings. “Blessed are the
poor in spirit…the meek…the pure in heart…” (see Matthew 5:3–12). A blessing is anything God
uses to accomplish His will in our lives, for His glory. Do we acknowledge the blessings God
gives us through His unchanging principles? This curriculum highlights the Blessings of God
bestowed upon us as He fulfills His perfect purpose in us.
“That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good
thing which is in you in Christ Jesus” (Philemon 1:6).
“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace” (Numbers 6:24–26).
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love” (Ephesians 1:3–4).

Suffering
• His Glory

Ownership
• His Sufficiency

• Forgiveness
• Forgive
Offenders
• “The Clay and
the Potter”
• “Farmer’s Field”
• “The Turkey
Vulture”

• Contentment
• Beware of
Covetousness
• “ Paradox”

• Psalm 34:5
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• Diligence
• Lay Up
Treasures
• “The Blessing”

• “Class Reward”
• “Midnight the
Rooster”

• “Faithful at Any
Cost”

• “Operation Bible”

• “Empty Plates”

• “Power to Win”

• Windsock of
Blessings, Part
VI
• Thanks-a-Latte
• Everything I Need

•W
 indsock of
•W
 indsock of
Blessings, Part VII
Blessings, Part VIII
• Inside Out
• Heavenly
Bookmarks
Treasures
• Donkey Puppet
• Prayer Wallet

• Psalm 34:6

• Psalm 34:7
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• “Stronger than
Hate”
• Windsock of
Blessings, Part V
• Cracked Pot
• Forgiving Lamb

• Sincerity
• Honor God’s
Law
• “Each Has a
Purpose”
• “Breath of Life”
• “Stolen
• “Lessons from
Thunder”
the Mud Melon”
• “The Scutterbotch
Story”
• “The Royal Risk” • “A Donkey
Speaks”

Success
• His Will
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• “Lessons from
the Cracked Pot”

Freedom
• His Grace

• Psalm 34:8
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Design
Basic Principle: Design
• Until we have faith that God
is always good, we will not
accept the way He designed
us or the purposes He has for
us. Neither will we petition
Him or seek Him, because we
doubt His goodness.
• Our focus must be on the purposes of our Creator. Focusing
on ourselves—the creation—
brings doubt, frustration and
disillusionment.
Think on These Things
• Have you surrendered
yourself to the purposes for
which God created you?
• How does your life reflect
God’s goodness to you?
• Have you doubted God’s
promise that He is good and
only does good?

Understanding the specific purposes for which God created each person, object, and
relationship in my life and living in harmony with them

God’s Blessing of Design Reveals His Goodness
“Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this
calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with
power: That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ” (II Thessalonians 1:11–12).

Character Quality: Faith
Recognizing God’s will in a given situation and acting upon it (See Hebrews 11:1.)

Command of Christ: Ask, Seek, and Knock
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened” (Matthew 7:7–8).

Verses to Memorize: Psalm 34:1–2
“I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul
shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.”

Curriculum Overview
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Thoughts for the Teacher

Classroom Activities

• God’s Blessings Lesson: Design Reveals His Goodness (page 5)
• Character Quality Lesson: Faith (page 6)

• Command of Christ Lesson: Ask, Seek, and Knock (page 7)
• Craft: Windsock of Blessings, Part I (page 8)

• Craft: Windsock of Blessings, Part II (page 9)
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• Craft: Faithful Footprints (page 10)

• Read-Aloud Story: “Punjabi and Praise” (page 11)
Assembly Activities

• Song: “A Change of Heart”
• Bible Story: “Abraham”
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• Nature Story: “The Deer’s Ear”
• Bible Story: “The Blessed Beggar” (Luke 16:19–31)

4

God’s Blessing Lesson: Design Reveals His Goodness
What comes to mind when you imagine a “good day,” or a “good gift”? No matter what
we consider good things, God is the essence of goodness. The Bible describes and promises God’s goodness over and over: God is good and does good. The earth is full of His
goodness! God’s goodness endures continually!
God spoke, and created the world out of nothing. He saw the light, the land and the
creatures, and called them good. But on the sixth day, He created men and women in His
own image and pronounced them very good. Because we are in God’s likeness, He gave
us eternal spirits within our physical bodies. Ask the children what they see first when
they meet someone—their clothes? Their height? Their eyes? While we see the physical
as most important, God focuses on the spiritual first—our hearts.
Discuss the purpose of different objects (e.g. bowls, motors, clocks, flashlights, chairs).
What happens if we use an item for the wrong purpose? It would be crazy to use a
paintbrush to brush your teeth! God created us for a specific purpose, as well: to seek
Him and know Him. “All things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 1:16). We
will find good only in Him, and only when we fulfill His purposes. Since He created us
for Himself, God’s goodness leads us to repent of our own way and commit to following
His plan (Romans 2:4).

God designed us in His own
image, to be like Him. He
created us for His glory! When
we chose to sin, however, we
were separated from God
because He is holy. In God’s
goodness and mercy, He established a way that we could be
made righteous before Him:
Jesus Christ.
“For he hath made [Christ] to
be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him”
(II Corinthians 5:21). Christ did not
come to condemn us—our sin
already condemned us (see John
3:18). He came to redeem us to
God and to His original design
for our lives.
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God’s goodness is shown through His spiritual purposes, but it is also evident in His
design for our physical bodies. Since God made us in His likeness, we are designed
perfectly. Yet in His goodness, God created us with unchangeable features that might
not seem “perfect” in our eyes! Isaiah 53:2 notes that even Jesus was not physically
handsome or attractive. Instead, He was physically humbled on earth, to fulfill God’s
spiritual purposes.

Teaching Salvation Through
God’s Goodness

Ask the children to list the things that they cannot change about themselves. Discuss
these unchangeables:
1.

I am “one of a kind”		

6. Time in history

2.

Dad and mom			

7. Boy or girl (gender)

3.

Brothers and sisters		

8. Order of my family

4.

Nationality			

9. Aging

5.

Mental capacity

The goodness of God leads us
to repentance (see Romans 2:4), so
that we can be restored to have
fellowship with Christ and the
Father (see I John 1:3).
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10. Death

Tell the story of Moses (see Exodus 4). In His goodness, God accomplished His purposes
through Moses’ physical weakness. Share with the children about ways you have struggled with your own unchangeables. Give your testimony of accepting Christ and submitting to God’s purpose for your life.
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God promises that His goodness will satisfy His children. Knowing that God is good, we
can accept the “unchangeables” He gives us, and thank Him for His eternal purposes.
Praise Practice!

“Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men!” (Psalm 107:8). Make a list of specific ways you have experienced
God’s goodness through His design for you! Write a personalized psalm to praise Him.

5

Design
Character Quality Lesson: Faith
“Faith, as Paul saw it, was a
living, flaming thing leading to
surrender and obedience to the
commandments of Christ.”
—A.W. Tozer
“I do not want merely to
possess a faith, I want a faith
that possesses me.”
—Charles Kingsley
“Faith takes God without
any ifs.”
—D.L. Moody
“For we walk by faith, not by
sight” (II Corinthians 5:7).

Recognizing God’s will in a given situation and acting upon it
What quality did Jesus emphasize over and over in the Gospels? He healed people
when they demonstrated it. He reproved His disciples because they lacked it. In fact,
one man displayed this quality and caused Jesus to marvel! Most important, it is
required for salvation, and we cannot please God without it. The Roman church was
renowned for it: “…your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world” (Romans 1:8,
emphasis added).
Faith! We hear the word often, but what does it actually mean? Faith is believing that
what God has said, He will do. Faith means believing in things we can’t physically
see—God’s truth and promises. The concept of faith is like a connect-the-dots picture:
God leads us one step at a time, but His purposes are vast. Faith is believing that
God created and knows the “big picture,” and that He can and will accomplish His
purposes through us.
The heroes of faith in Hebrews 11 displayed their faith in God by what they did. Faith
isn’t only the belief itself, but the action that comes from the belief. Since our beliefs
dictate our actions, our words and decisions reveal our faith in God—or lack thereof.
Moses, for example, chose to leave the riches and prestige of Egypt, believing God’s
promise of an eternal inheritance. Likewise, Sarah exemplified faith by believing God’s
promise for a son although it was physically impossible: she deemed God’s character
and promises trustworthy. If we trust God’s purposes, we will obey His Word and act
on His promises.
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Christ’s death and resurrection brought new meaning to faith: it is the first step for
salvation. Christ alone is the origin of our faith, for “if Christ be not raised, your faith
is vain” (I Corinthians 15:17). Faith in Christ Jesus is the basis for forgiveness of our sins
and being made righteous before God. Christ is able to purify our hearts and make us
holy—we must only have faith that He will do it. Furthermore, faith in Christ gives us
access to His grace, to know and obey Him.
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The opposite of faith—unbelief—is shown in fear. The disciples didn’t have confidence in Jesus’ power and purposes, so the storm at sea terrified them (see Mark 4:37–41).
Without continual trust in God’s purposes, we open ourselves to “fiery darts.” God
created faith as a shield for us from Satan’s attacks and lies (see Ephesians 6:16). “Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). The reality of faith
is believing God by obeying His Word. This faith pleases God because we demonstrate
our belief that He exists and will ultimately reward us if we diligently seek Him.
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Illustrate faith by blindfolding one child and giving them commands to follow. As
you and the other children help them through the activities or obstacle course, explain
how we demonstrate faith by obeying God’s commands—even when we don’t see or
understand everything. Ask the children what their words and actions reveal about
their beliefs. Is their faith in themselves or in other people? Or do they trust the power,
purposes and promises of God?

Command of Christ Lesson: Ask, Seek, and Knock
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened” (Matthew 7:7–8).
God promises that “no good thing will he withhold from them who walk uprightly”
(Psalm 84:11). If God already gives us anything good we need, why should we obey
Christ’s command to “ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you” (Matthew 7:7)? This paradox is an exciting picture of
God’s character and purposes! It is actually because of His goodness that He desires
us to ask, seek, and knock.
When Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given you,” was He promising to provide
anything we asked on a whim? God compares Himself to a human father. An earthly
father is not perfect like our Heavenly Father. However, Jesus continues: “If ye then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall
your heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” (Luke 11:13). Just like
a child asks his father for food (which is physically vital), we should ask God for the
His Spirit—it is essential for our spiritual lives.
In addition to giving us the Holy Spirit, God reveals in the Bible His purposes for us.
When we seek after these things, God is pleased to fulfill them. “And whatever ye shall
ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).
Despite the many things in life we might see as “good” for us, living God’s purposes
is the best thing we could pursue. God wants us to know Him, to be filled with His
Spirit, and to glorify Christ!

“Faith sees the invisible,
believes the unbelievable, and
receives the impossible.”
—Corrie ten Boom
“When we seek God’s blessing
as the ultimate value in life, we
are throwing ourselves entirely
into the river of His will and
power and purposes for us.”
—Bruce Wilkinson
“We are not God. We are not
infinitely strong, or infinitely
righteous, or infinitely good,
or infinitely wise, or infinitely
loving. And therefore, it is a
great mercy to us and to the
world that we do not get all
we ask.”
—John Piper
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Every good gift is from our Father. We are completely undeserving of God’s goodness,
yet He pours it out upon us to glorify His name. Thus, God wants us to trust His goodness as we ask Him to give what is best for us, confident that He hears and answers (see
I John 5:14). Discuss how we should study the Bible to learn God’s design for our lives.
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On the basis of God’s goodness, then—and the purposes for which He created us—
Christ commands us to actively ask, seek, and knock. Asking is humbling, and requires
dependence upon God to give what we need. Jabez’s prayer exemplifies faith in God’s
goodness and purposes. He surrendered to God’s best and asked God to become more
glorified through his life (see I Chronicles 4:10). God granted Jabez his requests—just as He
promises to do for us when we ask.
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Christ specifies some things we should diligently seek: God’s glory, kingdom, will
and provision (see Luke 11:2–4). Ultimately, the goal isn’t seeking the gift, but seeking
the Giver—to know Him. How incredible that Christ would tell us to ask for His
good purposes to be fulfilled in us! We should seek after God’s promises like someone
passionately seeking a treasure. To help the children visualize how to apply Christ’s
command, act out stories to demonstrate asking, seeking and knocking. Relate each
story to how we should pursue God. The Source of our life and the Author of our
purpose tells us to ask, seek, and knock for Him to fill us! Pray and thank God for His
goodness in hearing our prayers.
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Design
Craft: Windsock of Blessings, Part I
Lesson: Blessings of God

Materials
• Foamie (1 sheet per child)

“Purpose in a Nutshell”

• Foamie stickers of various
shapes (about 8 per child)

God’s blessings to us are extraordinary and innumerable! We deserve nothing, but for
His glory He created us, chose us, forgave us, redeemed us and empowers us to know
Him! This windsock represents His beautiful purpose for our lives, through the blessings of His principles.

• ½" ribbon (18" per child)
• Hole puncher
• Markers
• Staples
• Tape

Step 1
Write “Blessings of God” on the sheet of foamie. Decorate the rest of the sheet with
foamie stickers.
Step 2
Roll the foamie into a cylinder and staple the sides together. Reinforce by taping the
inside.
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Step 3
Punch two holes on the top of the cylinder. Thread the ends of the ribbon through the holes
and tie knots to secure it.

Craft: Windsock of Blessings, Part II
Lesson: Design Reveals His Goodness

Materials

“Purpose in a Nutshell”

• Card stock (¼ sheet per child)

God’s flawless creation shows us that He is good, all the time. He designed each of us
uniquely, yet all in His own image! Not only did He make us physically perfect in His
eyes, He also created us with an eternal and complete purpose, in Christ. God’s goodness is revealed in every area of our lives!

• Crayons/markers
• Staples

Step 1
Cut the card stock (vertically) into wavy strips, about 1–1½" thick.
Step 2
Write “Design Reveals His Goodness” on the strip of paper. Use crayons or markers
to decorate it.
Step 3
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Staple the top of the wavy strip to the inside bottom of the windsock cylinder.
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Design
Craft: Faithful Footprints
Lesson: Design/Faith

Materials
• Card stock (½ sheet per child)
• Black craft cord (24" per child)
• Shoe stencil (page 115)
• Hole puncher
• Crayons/markers

“Purpose in a Nutshell”
Just like Abraham followed God to a new land in faith, we must walk in faith to follow God’s purpose for our life. We can’t always see the reason for His design or the
outcome of His leading, but we can obey Him in faith.
Step 1
Cut a shoe out of card stock. Punch four sets of holes in the middle.
Step 2
Decorate the shoe in a specific style (i.e. hiking boots, tennis shoes, dress shoes). Write
“Walk in Faith” on the heel.
Step 3
String the craft cord like shoelaces, and then tie it in a bow.
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Variation
Allow the children to trace their own foot or shoe instead of using the stencil. They can
also make different shoe designs like sandals, boots or high heels.

Read-Aloud Story: Punjabi and Praise (John Hyde)
“Tuhada ki nam hai?” John pronounced slowly. The characters on the page blurred
before his eyes and John sighed. Months before, eagerly boarding the ship from
America to India, John was thrilled to become a missionary. But now, staring at his
Punjabi study book, John didn’t think he could ever learn the Indian language.
A movement in the doorway caught John’s attention. He turned to see a young Indian
boy standing there, grinning. John smiled at him and motioned him to come in. Maybe
I can learn his name, John thought, with my new phrase. “Tuhada ki nam hai?” he
asked slowly. Still grinning, the boy stared at him and shrugged his shoulders. He
began chattering and John leaned forward to hear the stream of words. But then the
boy skipped out the door and John sat back, discouraged: he hadn’t understood a
single word!

John Hyde (1865–1912) spent
twenty years as a missionary in
India, eventually becoming an
excellent linguist. Called “Praying
Hyde,” his passion and intercession for souls led to revival. A
fellow missionary wrote of John,
“He revealed a Christ-possessed
prayer-life.…Wherever he went
Christ was revealed.”

As long as John could remember, he had been partially deaf. He often didn’t hear
noises that everyone else heard. He could speak English normally, but learning this
new language seemed impossible! God, I know You called me to India, John prayed.
Why would God take him to a country where he couldn’t learn the language?

You created my ears this way, Lord, he continued, and I can’t change that. Suddenly
a thought struck him. Maybe God wanted him to do different things here than he
expected. Thank You for bringing me here, Lord, John prayed, and thank You for how
You made me. I’ll have faith in whatever Your plan is.
Many years later, John was visiting an elderly lady who was quite deaf. “I can’t hear
church services anymore,” she shouted at John, “so I miss them very much.”
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“You should praise God for that!” John returned.

The lady’s jaw dropped in shock. “No!” she exclaimed, “You didn’t understand. I said:
I can’t hear the services!”
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John smiled. “No, I heard you,” he said, “but here’s why I said it: I can hardly ever hear
services, either. So it’s a good time for me to pray!” The elderly lady was surprised, but
kept listening. “First I pray for the preacher,” John explained, “and then I pray for all
the people. Everything’s quiet for me to pray and worship! And then,” John finished
with a twinkle in his eye, “I start praising God that I’m deaf, because I get such a wonderful time to pray!”
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The elderly lady laughed at John’s cheerful attitude. “I think I’ll try that!” she said.
Remembering his struggles with Punjabi, John smiled. God brought him to India to
learn prayer and praise, not just Punjabi!
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